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Washington DC

November 28, 1985

A SEARCH FOR THE FAMILY OF .BENITO MARTINEZ.

There are some 20+ Amy servicemen who

owe their lives to COrporal Benito Martinez, and they want his family to know of it.
OI\e of the -1Ilen who survived the brutal North Korean attack on aU S Amy listening
post on September 6, 1952, has contacted me and sent me a picture of Corporal Martinez
which was taken in the field.

This gentleman has asked me to help in locating the

Corporal's family and delivering the photo to them.
Corporal Martinez was manning a listening post forward of the main line of resi stance whim a reinforced North Korean company infiltrated the line and attacked on
Septeniber 6, 1952, near the town of Satae-ri, Korea.

Benito remained at his post,

alone, to rake the attacking troops with crippling fire while his platoon companions
regrouped and ultimately regained the key terrain.
Corporal Martinez made a courageous 6-hour stand, but shortly before dawn he
called in by sound power phone for the last time.

His incredibly daring, one-man

stand against a North Korean Company saved many lives on our side and was crucial in
Winning the day for us.

He died valiantly to save his fellow soldiers.

was paramount--his deeds that day bore the mark of the supreme hero.

His sacrifi ce

He posthumousl y

received the Congressional Medal of Honor.
But so much time has elapsed we have lost track of Corporal Martinez' family
(he is originally from the El Paso area)--and I have written the Secretary of the Amy
in Washington to enlist his help in finding the Martinez family so we may send them
It is a

the field photograph of Benito as he walked on patrol at an earlier time.

fine picture of a brave young man--and through my newsletter to South Texans I want
to say if anyone has knowledge of the whereabouts of Benito Martinez' family (they
may no longer be in El Paso, we 1ust don't know), if you contact me in Washington
I will be anxious to relay any information to the U S Department of the Army to
aid them in the search.
So far, the Congressional Medal of Honor Association in New York, the American
Legion and a radio station in El Paso have been assisting in the search for his-fsmi1 .
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REAGAN-GORBACHEV.

They have met--and that is the most important thing.

significant is their agreement to continue meeting.

Even more

Whether additional meetings

culminate in more agreements or accords. and whether they sign them or not. is not
nearly as important ·as their continuing to talk to one another.

Through their

continued discussions. we help to avoid the darkest risk--to put it bluntly. the risk
of blowing ourselves apart--and the tension is enormously lessened through meetings
between President Regan and General Secretary Gorbachev.
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GRAMM-RUDMAN STILL ON THE HIGH WIRE. There's an old saying I use in my Washington
office when things get hectic or difficult: I call it getting wrapped around the
axle: And that is just what has happened to the so-called Gramm-Rudman amendment
to the 1986 Congressional Budget Resolution.
The proposal essentially halted regular work on the currelltFY 1986 budget and
appropriations process--instead insisting that we look farther down the road and go
ahead with setting reduced budget deficit targets through FY 1991.
The House said "Okay--let's set some serious targets now and get on with it."
Here is where the House and Senate got wrapped around that old proverbial axle.
The House members of the Budget Conference Committee went a step beyond the
proposal and suggested even more drastic budget reductions than the $172 billion
target approved earlier in the regular House-passed FY 86 Budget Resolution. The
Senate balked at this--saYing we should incur the deeper budget cuts somewhere
down the line in future fiscal years. not in FY 1986.
As I write this ·letter to you. the House and Senate Budget Conference Committee
members still have not agreed on the FY 1986 deficit target. We have until the middl
of December to find the compromise ground and untangle ourselves from this budget ax!

As a footnote. the House has been proceeding with approval.of regular FY 1986
appropriations bills. and so far our actual spending for the federal departments
in FY 1986 has been about $15 billion LESS than the $172 billion the original budget
resolution had specified as a deficit target.
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A FIRE TRUCK FOR STARR COUNTY. For about one year now. your Congressman has been
working to get a fire truck for Starr County. and we have at last been successful.
The Texas Surplus Property Agency has told me it will receive a fire truck from
the U S General Services Administration for donation to Starr County:
It is a 2~ ton GMC military-style fire truck that will be used by the Rio Grande
City Fire Department which answered more than 377 fire calls in 1984 alone. We are
pleased to have helped out in this effort--and we know the residents of Rio Grande
City and the County sorely need this additional equipment.

#

1/

1/

1/

1/

#

fI

MILK PRODUCERS MEET IN ORLANDO. After the Thanksgiving Day holiday. your Congressman
will make a quick day-long trip to Orlando. Florida to accept the kind invitation
to address the annual meeting of the National Milk Producers' Federation.
No way can I miss this--last year the NMPF. meeting in San Antonio. presented
me with a Distinguished Service Award and I told the Chief Executive Officer.
Mr James C Barr. that I would be delighted to once again address the full convention
of national members. The meeting is December 2nd--and I anticipate renewing old
friendships in this long-time farm association.
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VISITORS FROM SOUTH TEXAS.
Mrs Gloria Vera and her daughter Mrs Linda Herrera.
of Pharr; C D Valadez M D. now of New York. formerly of McAllen.
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